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1. location:

Southwestern edge of Gorki (56-19N, 43-51E}.

2, No detalls on plant layout available. ‘ork was definitely
done in three shifts. T L.

3, Fuctory field west of Flant 231 (see Annex)
a.. Size about 1,500 x 1,000 meters.
Cirecular taxiway 5 meters wide, Two E-W runways each about
500 meters long and 30 meters wids. Airecraft dispersal areas

with some airéraft revetments on the esastern and southern sides
of the field. , S

work was being done at the taxiway and runways.

b, Alircraft:

The maximum number of aireraft seen at the field at any given
time was four or five jet fighters and 10 to 12 piston=pcwared
fighters,

¢, Obstacle and boundary lights were available.
4, Flying:

There was irregular flying with individual aircraft. York was
being done on the paerked airceraft sll day long. '

a, Jet flghters:

Up to April 1949 one jet plane was Seen flying every day. From
this time there were usually two or three aircraft aloft.
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¥lying was stogped--at night, In ruiny und Lazy weather,
during snowfalls and - . keavy wind. The ;lanes were .
aloft for about one Lour, ¢ften even longsr. Ground
tuke-ofT run wbout E0O wmeters, then followed a very Steep
climb to an & titude of 2,000 to 2,500 meters. The £
gliding approach was perforyed in a straight line from

an altitude of 1,000 reters and a distance of about

1,500 meters. Length of landing run much shorter than
tuke-off run.

“hile the jJet fijubters were readied for their tuke-off
a small cart was parked beside them. Fellow-Ews stated
thut this was a pretesaster or a starter motor.

b, Conventionsl fighters:

Exeept in reavy rain and snowfall thers was almost deily
flying with conventionsgl fighters, also at night,
Duration of flight: 2 hours und more. Ireheating during
the wintsr: 20 to 30 minutes.

5. Description of the observed alrcraft:

s, Jat fighter:
(1) Tyse I seen up to march 19L9. -

Jet engire in fuselage, nose vheel, proncunced sweep-

back, ancular wings with rounded tips. ‘dd-wing or semni-
higlhi-wing monoplane, flat coc%pit sat at about lsading

edge of wing. xlevator assembly set righ at rudder assembly.
The entire tail gusembly locked as 1f mounted on sone sort
of stick slichtly-sbove the tall. Jrmament was not obv-
served, o glittering tube about 40 centimeters long and
projecting to the fore was particulerly noted on te left-
hand sicde of the fuselage. - T

{(2) Type 11, a slight modificatdon cof type I, was observed
since .arch 1949. The wines lLad a more pronounced sweep-
back «nd showed a bend to the rear in the last. third.
ings Led a slight dikedrsl mvnd the rudder assembly was
higker. Type 11 ulso lLad a grester spead and maneuverabl-
lity than type 1. .

b. .iiston-pcwered fiphterg: . Lo

Stenderd fighter typ.e fitted with rsdial engine and talil
wheel. Dxpert 178 comgared this type with the Fi-190
and the Le-f.

&. Fuel supply: .

There was a plye line- frem a fuel depot on the Oka Eilver
tc the airfield.

7. Securilty msasures:

The plant snd the factory field were surrounded by a
pbarbed-wire fence. Sentries were on duty at dey and
patrols watched the installetions at night.

Search:lights jlaced on t e roofs of workshops iliumlnated
the ronway- : B b )
. R, ’ .

No AAL emylacements apnd no cemouflegs arse observed.,
LoF T R A .
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€. Rumors:

TwO_German engineers serving as test pilots were
said to be employed in the . lant,

9. . strikingly large number of grours composed of
Lipl -runking officers inspected the ylant in the
Summer of 1949.

10. FHKute of .roduction:

Th.e output of the plant was often discussed in the
canli.» The geaneral estinate was:

a. Since imrch 1945 two jet fighters per day.

b. Conventional alrcraft are not produced. Source
supported tris assumytion by pointing out that, contrary
to the jet fighters, the conventional fighters flew

very irregulurly and sometimes in frrmations of 9 or

10 planes.

25X1A omment ;

8. The data onthe alrcraft plant and the factory
fileld are rather scanty. The estimsted length of
the runway (500 meters) is incorrect, as en aerial
photograph shows the runway to actually be 1,200

me ters long., This rectification is important in
view of tie length of the teke-off mnd landing runs
gstated in vara Ma.

Attachment: Sketch of Gorki/Sormovo Airfield

secaza/conror. [
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